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Often asked – Who killed Jesus? Jews? Romans? 
While the Jewish religious leaders had him arrested and condemned 
due to their jealousy and feigned allegiance to the Law of Moses: 
 Jesus surrendered to the temple guards and was condemned 
because of God’s jealous love for sinners and his commitment to 
redeem them and his allegiance to his law of love. 
While  Pilate the Roman governor, in spite of saying he was not guilty, 
sentenced him to die on the cross due to trumped up charges of 
treason against Rome: 
 Triune God of the universe allowed him to go to the cross for 
the true charges against mankind for treason against Him. 
 
Jesus was not held on the cross by the strength of iron. 
 God’s love for sinners was much stronger. 
Jesus was not held on the cross by the 7-9” spikes pounded into hands 
and feet by Romans Soldiers. 
 God’s mercy and grace was more powerful 
Jesus was not kept on the cross by the soldiers, armed with swords 
and spears, who were watching and guarding him. 
 God’s angels were watching and and just one angel was more 
than a match for the entire Roman army.  
The Plan of salvation required it. 
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Luther called this verse the Great Exchange.  
I have referred to it as the Greatest Transaction – from our perspective 
Ellen White – he was treated as we deserve that we might be treated 
as He deserved. 
 
Moffatt’s trnaslation – closest to original.  
 
Made sin not became sin 
 
Do not become righteous,  focus on actions 
Become Righteousness, focus on being 
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NKJV – more familiar 
 
Greek words have richer meaning than any English version/translation 
conveys 
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Sing the spiritual, “Were You There?” at this time of year as we 
celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 
Sing it, but in a more personal way. 
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