
The Illumination of the Holy Spirit 
 
There are mysteries in the plan of redemption—the humiliation of the Son of God, 

that He might be found in fashion as a man, the wonderful love and condescension of the 
Father in yielding up His Son—that are to the heavenly angels subjects of continual 
amazement. The apostle Peter, speaking of the revelations given to the prophets of “the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow,” says that these are things which 
“the angels desire to look into.” And these will be the study of the redeemed through 
eternal ages. As they contemplate the work of God in creation and redemption, new truth 
will continually unfold to the wondering and delighted mind. As they learn more and 
more of the wisdom, the love, and the power of God, their minds will be constantly 
expanding, and their joy will continually increase. 

If it were possible for created beings to attain to a full understanding of God and His 
works, then, having reached this point, there would be for them no further discovery of 
truth, no growth in knowledge, no further development of mind or heart. God would no 
longer be supreme; and men, having reached the limit of knowledge and attainment, 
would cease to advance. Let us thank God that it is not so. God is infinite; in Him are “all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” And to all eternity men may be ever searching, 
ever learning, and yet they can never exhaust the treasures of His wisdom, His goodness, 
and His power. 

God intends that, even in this life, truth shall be ever unfolding to His people. There is 
only one way in which this knowledge can be obtained. We can attain to an 
understanding of God’s word only through the illumination of that Spirit by which the 
word was given. “The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God;” “for the 
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” And the Saviour’s promise to 
His followers was: “When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all 
truth.… For He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you.” 

God desires man to exercise his reasoning powers; and the study of the Bible will 
strengthen and elevate the mind as no other study can do. It is the best mental as well as 
spiritual exercise for the human mind. Yet we are to beware of deifying reason, which is 
subject to the weakness and infirmity of humanity. If we would not have the Scriptures 
clouded to our understanding, so that the plainest truths shall not be comprehended, we 
must have the simplicity and faith of a little child, ready to learn, and beseeching the aid 
of the Holy Spirit. A sense of the power and wisdom of God, and of our inability to 
comprehend His greatness, should inspire us with humility, and we should open His 
word, as we would enter His presence, with holy awe. When we come to the Bible, 
reason must acknowledge an authority superior to itself, and heart and intellect must bow 
to the great I AM. 

We shall advance in true spiritual knowledge only as we realize our own littleness 
and our entire dependence upon God; but all who come to the Bible with a teachable and 
prayerful spirit, to study its utterances as the word of God, will receive divine 
enlightenment. There are many things apparently difficult or obscure which God will 
make plain and simple to those who thus seek an understanding of them. 

It is sometimes the case that men of intellectual ability, improved by education and 
culture, fail to comprehend certain passages of Scripture, while others who are 
uneducated, whose understanding seems weak and whose minds are undisciplined, will 



grasp the meaning, finding strength and comfort in that which the former declare to be 
mysterious or pass by as unimportant. Why is this? It has been explained to me that the 
latter class do not rely upon their own understanding. They go to the Source of light, the 
One who has inspired the Scriptures, and with humility of heart ask God for wisdom, and 
they receive it. There are mines of truth yet to be discovered by the earnest seeker. Christ 
represented the truth as treasure hid in a field. It does not lie right upon the surface; we 
must dig for it. But our success in finding it does not depend so much on our intellectual 
ability as on our humility of heart and the faith which will lay hold upon divine aid.1 … 

Peter exhorts his brethren to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” Whenever the people of God are growing in grace, they will be 
constantly obtaining a clearer understanding of His word. They will discern new light and 
beauty in its sacred truths. This has been true in the history of the church in all ages, and 
thus it will continue to the end. But as real spiritual life declines, it has ever been the 
tendency to cease to advance in the knowledge of the truth. Men rest satisfied with the 
light already received from God’s word and discourage any further investigation of the 
Scriptures. They become conservative and seek to avoid discussion. 

The fact that there is no controversy or agitation among God’s people should not be 
regarded as conclusive evidence that they are holding fast to sound doctrine. There is 
reason to fear that they may not be clearly discriminating between truth and error. When 
no new questions are started by investigation of the Scriptures, when no difference of 
opinion arises which will set men to searching the Bible for themselves to make sure that 
they have the truth, there will be many now, as in ancient times, who will hold to 
tradition and worship they know not what.2 

 
 
In your study of the word, lay at the door of investigation your preconceived opinions 

and your hereditary and cultivated ideas. You will never reach the truth if you study the 
Scriptures to vindicate your own ideas. Leave these at the door, and with a contrite heart 
go in to hear what the Lord has to say to you. As the humble seeker for truth sits at 
Christ’s feet, and learns of him, the word gives him understanding. To those who are too 
wise in their own conceit to study the Bible, Christ says, You must become meek and 
lowly in heart if you desire to become wise unto salvation. 

Do not read the word in the light of former opinions; but with a mind free from 
prejudice, search it carefully and prayerfully. If, as you read, conviction comes, and you 
see that your cherished opinions are not in harmony with the word, do not try to make the 
word fit these opinions. Make your opinions fit the word. Do not allow what you have 
believed or practised in the past to control your understanding. Open the eyes of your 
mind to behold wondrous things out of the law. Find out what is written, and then plant 
your feet on the eternal Rock.3 
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